Minutes of the PPC Meeting
Wednesday 23 October 2024, at St Johns, Wallingford

In Attendance
Fr Dominic, Camilla King, Edwin Samu, Cecilia Wheeler, Brian Doyle, Sue Hunt,  Anne-Marie Bromley

Apologies
None

Minutes of Previous Meeting

Children’s Liturgy Group at St John’s
Andy Robbins attempted to put this together, but numbers not sufficient at present.

Ladybird School Proposal
Fully withdrawn, and so no longer proceeding

Pastoral Area
The Bishops vision for the Pastoral area is that several churches in the Vale of the White Horse area will work more closely together, with shared input into specific areas like Finance, Building, Evangelism and Communications. This may shift and change as it develops, but is seen as a likely starting point.

Due to its central location, English Martyrs is seen as the “hub” of this new grouping, where events will be held.

Additional funding for the “hub” church might be available from the other parishes as an investment on improving facilities, but this is still under development

St Johns staying open
This is now happening, and an increase in visits has been noted.

Faith Clinics
Due to lack of uptake, this idea is being rested

St Johns Anniversary
All involved declared the centenary celebration a great success. It was very well attended and the atmosphere was excellent.

The PPC extends it’s grateful thanks to those involved in putting it together and running it on the day.

Liturgy Group Matters
The new Lectionary confirmed as being launched at the start of December, and copies have been obtained for both English Martyrs and St Johns.

A session for new readers, and especially our new younger readers, has been proposed for January, so increase familiarity with the experience.

The Retreat for Eucharistic Ministers led by Sister Judith Rossi in October was well attended by representatives of several churches in the area. All present spoke highly of her inspirational approach to the Catholic Faith, for which we thank her for sharing.

Screens for English Martyrs
Various options considered from local suppliers and we are awaiting final quotes from one, before a decision is made by the Finance Committee.

Joint Celebration
It was suggested that a combined celebration be made for Douglas and Kim Henderson, Mary Harrison and John Elsely during the Senior Citizens Christmas Lunch event.

Weekday Masses
The evening mass on Wednesday’s art English Martyrs is proving to be popular, with attendees being able to attend straight after work.

Any Other Business

Sutton Courtenay Land
This is back on the market, with some renewed interested from prospective buyers.

Liturgy Group
The Pope has declared a year of Jubilee in 2025 is to be known as “Pilgrims of Hope”. More details will be made shortly.
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Pilgrimage Preparation
A family from Fatima has recently relocated to Wallingford, and has kindly offered their contacts and accommodation for those who wish to experience a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Fatima.

Advent and the run-up to Christmas
A Pentiential Rite will be held in English Martyrs on 12th December at 7pm.

Maintenance at St Johns
A number of areas require attention. It is possible that a request can be made to the Ride and Stride organisation for financial suport.

Work on the windows are awaiting quotes on the

The Lectern needs attention due to wear and tear

The front porch could do with a repaint

Additional/Replacement Tables and Chairs would be appreciated (This is to be raised with the Finance Committee, but quotes will be needed)



Next Meeting

5th February 2025 - 7:30 pm - English Martyrs, Didcot
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