
Bishops unite with 

grieving families to mark 

Baby Loss Awareness 

Week 

Archbishop 

John Sherrington, 
Lead Bishop for 
Life Issues and 

Archbishop of Liverpool, and Bishop Bosco 
MacDonald, Lead Bishop for Marriage and Family 
Life and Bishop of Clifton, have issued a joint 
statement to mark Baby Loss Awareness Week, 
which takes place between 9-15 October 2026 …  

Statement 

    “From Friday 9 October to Thursday 15 October, 
the UK will mark the 24th Baby Loss Awareness 
Week. We unite especially with parents, siblings, 
grandparents and other relatives grieving a baby 
who died in or outside the womb. 

    “Every day in the United Kingdom, over a dozen 
children die in the womb, during birth, or shortly 
afterwards. Each is a unique human being with a 
soul and God-given identity. For parents and 
relatives, this represents the loss of a loved one, 
whose life is infinitely valuable, and who leaves an 
unfillable void. 

    “Day for Life 2026, took the theme The Wonder 
of the Child in the Womb, affirming the dignity and 
uniqueness of every human child from conception 
until natural death, while honouring families 
grieving baby loss. In his Apostolic blessing, the 
Holy Father encouraged us to place our hope in the 
promise of eternal life. He prayed that ‘all parents 
grieving the loss of a child, especially an infant, may 
find comfort and peace in the knowledge of God’s 
love for them and for their child, ‘for to him all of 
them are alive’ (Lk 20:38).’ 

    “The witness of Servant of God Chiara Corbella 
Petrillo and her husband Enrico offers hope to many 
bereaved parents. After the deaths of two of their 
children shortly after birth, Chiara spoke of their 
lives and parenthood as immense gifts, regardless of 
the amount of time they had together. She and 
Enrico understood their task as parents to be 
accompanying their children to heaven.  

    “Hundreds of thousands of parents fulfil this 
mission each year by having to say goodbye to their 
children prematurely. Often, this happens in 
isolation. They therefore need our love, support … 
To read more: Bishops unite with grieving families to 
mark Baby Loss Awareness Week - Catholic Bishops' 
Conference   

Living on the Vine 

In today’s 

Gospel Jesus 
returns to the Old 
Testament symbol 
of the vineyard to 
teach about Israel, 
the Church, and the 
kingdom of God. 

    And the 
symbolism of 
today’s First Reading and Psalm is readily 
understood.  
    God is the owner and the house of Israel is the 
vineyard. A cherished vine, Israel was plucked from 
Egypt and transplanted in a fertile land specially 
spaded and prepared by God, hedged about by the 
city walls of Jerusalem, watched over by the 
towering Temple. But the vineyard produced no good 
grapes for the wine, a symbol for the holy lives God 
wanted for His people. So God allowed His vineyard 
to be overrun by foreign invaders, as Isaiah foresees 
in the First Reading. 

    Jesus picks up the story where Isaiah leaves off, 
even using Isaiah’s words to describe the vineyard’s 
wine press, hedge, and watchtower. Israel’s religious 
leaders, the tenants in His parable, have learned 
nothing from Isaiah or Israel’s past. Instead of 
producing good fruits, they’ve killed the owner’s 
servants, the prophets sent to gather the harvest of 
faithful souls. 

    In a dark foreshadowing of His own crucifixion 
outside Jerusalem, Jesus says the tenants’ final 
outrage will be to seize the owner’s son and to kill 
him outside the vineyard walls. 

    For this, the vineyard, which Jesus calls the 
kingdom of God, will be taken away and given to 
new tenants—the leaders of the Church, who will 
produce its fruit. 

    We are each a vine in the Lord’s vineyard, grafted 
onto the true vine of Christ (see John 15:1–8), called 
to bear fruits of the righteousness in Him (see 
Philippians 1:11) and to be the “first fruits” of a new 
creation (see James 1:18). 

     We need to take care that we don’t let ourselves 
be overgrown with the thorns and briars of worldly 
anxiety. As today’s Epistle advises, we need to fill 
our hearts and minds with noble intentions and 
virtuous deeds, rejoicing always that the Lord is near. 
 
 

Scott Hahn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Entrance Antiphon:  
Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, 
and there is none that can resist your will. For you 
have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and 
all that is held within the circle of heaven; you are 
the Lord of all. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 80 
The vineyard of the LORD is the house of Israel.  
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:6-9 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  

Alleluia, alleluia. 
I chose you out of the world, says the Lord, that you 
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should 
abide. 
Alleluia. 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-43 

Communion Antiphon: Lm 3:25 

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the 
soul that seeks him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISHES OF  

THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, Didcot  

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, Wallingford 
www.didcotandwallingfordcatholicchurches.org 

Office email: didcot@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
(Office Hours Tuesday–Friday 9am to 2pm) Telephone: 01235812338 

15 Manor Crescent, Didcot OX11 7AJ 
Fr Dominic Adeiza’s email: dadeiza@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Safeguarding email: safeguarding.didwal@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
SVP contact: 07522 164758  

English Martyrs 
Vale of White Horse 

Pastoral Area 

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 

SATURDAY 3rd October … Our Lady on Saturday 

9.30 am Mass English Martyrs … Confession after Mass … David & Julie’s Intentions (Annie Furlong) 
4.30 pm Adoration and Confession before Vigil Mass St John Wallingford   
5.00 pm Vigil Mass St John Wallingford  
5.50 pm Adoration before Vigil Mass English Martyrs Didcot  
6.30 pm Vigil Mass English Martyrs Didcot … Eleanor M Wells RIP (June Wells) 

SUNDAY 4th October 

9.00 am Mass English Martyrs Didcot … Kevin Suter & Family (Carolyn Fishwick) 
11.00 am Mass St John Wallingford  

MONDAY 5th October … NO MASS … St Faustina Kowalska  

TUESDAY 6th October … St Bruno 

12.00 noon Mass St John Wallingford … Mary Guinan’s Welfare (Annie Furlong) 

WEDNESDAY 7th October … Our Lady of the Rosary 

9.30 am Mass English Martyrs Didcot … Andy Richardson’s 70th Birthday Thanksgiving (Anna) 

THURSDAY 8th October  

9.30 am Mass St John Wallingford … Sayce’s Family Intention (Annie Furlong) 

FRIDAY 9th October … St JOHN HENRY NEWMAN  

9.30 am Mass English Martyrs Didcot … Chris Stemp’s Intention (Annie Furlong) 

SATURDAY 10th October … St Paulinus of York 

9.30 am **NO MASS**  
4.30 pm Adoration before Vigil Mass St John Wallingford   
5.00 pm Vigil Mass St John Wallingford  
5.50 pm Adoration before Vigil Mass English Martyrs Didcot  

6.30 pm Vigil Mass English Martyrs Didcot  

SUNDAY 11th October 

9.00 am Mass English Martyrs Didcot  
11.00 am Mass St John Wallingford  
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DEATH NOTICE 
Pat Mcloughlin RIP … Funeral at 1pm, Thursday 8th October, South Oxfordshire Crematorium 

Afterwards at La Fontana, Oxford Road, East Hanney OX12 OHP from 2.30pm to 4.30pm 

Harvest Family Fast Day: Faith in Action 
     Harvest Family Fast Day is on Friday, 2nd October. This Harvest, through CAFOD's Family Fast Day 

Appeal, your support can help provide safe water, 

school meals and lasting solutions that keep children 

healthy, in school and hopeful for the future.  Please 

donate today at cafod.org.uk/envelope or call 0303 303 

3030.  Thank you for your generosity, your prayers and 

your support. Use the CAFOD envelope in church, 

donate online or scan the QR code provided.  

Wimbledon Chant Day 
     Schola Gregoriana of Cambridge is inviting singers to join them on an upcoming 

Gregorian Chant Day at Sacred Heart Church in Wimbledon on Saturday 28th November 

from 10.45am to 6.10pm and during the vigil mass of 1st Vespers of Advent Sunday at 

6.30pm. During the Chant Day the ancient chants of the Church will be rehearsed and 

explored both historically and musically, considering aspects of modality and stylistic 

interpretation. The Chant Day will be conducted by Iain Simcock, Director of the Schola. 

If you are interested in this, please book a place by emailing: info@scholagregoriana.org. 

Past participants in these events have often commented on a moving and enriching 

experience – do join us!  

Holy Spirit Retreat on Holiness 
    ADoRE spiritual mini-retreat 24th October 9:30am - 3:30pm 

in-person at English Martyrs, Reading. Theme: "THE HEART OF 

HOLINESS IS LOVE" - how sainthood is for ordinary people! 

Including Mass, Adoration, Praise, Prophecy, Prayer for the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit and inspiring talk from speaker Judith Aylmer. 

Register in advance for in-person attendance at 

bit.ly/ADOREOCT2026REG or join the YouTube livestream 

10.00-1.00 at www.youtube.com/@englishmartyrs3732  More event details HERE. ADoRE is a monthly 

meeting of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, dedicated to the encouragement of a personal relationship with 

God, through Jesus, in the power of the Holy Spirit. You can find out all about the full programme for the 

year – dates, topics and speakers – on our website at  www.altonrenewal.com/2026. 

In-Person Space for Women: Releasing Blessings 2026 
    A day for women, by women, to encounter the God who releases blessings and can transform all things 

through prayer, perseverance and thanksgiving. Come and be taught and empowered to effectively release 

blessings in your life, in your family, and in your sphere of influence. The Conference will also include praise 

and worship; Holy Mass (Sunday vigil), times of prayer, reflection, prayer 

for healing and prophetic ministry. Date: 17th October 2026 Location: 

Salesian College Hall, Highfield Road, Chertsey, KT16 8BX. Translation 

available in Croatian, Polish and Spanish. £10 Registration fee. Click here 

to sign up.  
 

 

 

 

 

St Amand’s Catholic Primary School Transport Scheme & Open Days 
    We are proud to announce that a total of more than £1500 has been raised for the English Martyrs St 

Amand’s Transport Scheme from the bakery sale last Sunday in both churches after our 

Sunday masses. Thank you to all who came and supported us last Sunday. Thank you 

to all our amazing parents’ volunteers and all who made this fundraising a success, in 

particular Fr Dominic and the Parish Finance Team. You can continue to support the 

transport scheme by being a volunteer chaperon to accompany our children in their 

rides to and from school. Please continue to donate to St Amand’s Transport Fund by 

using the payment devices in our churches during our church opening hours. If you 

want to use our parish online donation page, please specify the purpose of your 

donation as “St Amand’s Transport Fund” with the ‘Leave a Message’ function on the site. You may also 

use the QR code as provided to access the site and make your payment in the 

same way. Thank you.  

    Parents and families in our parish, please also come to our upcoming Open 

Days at St Amand’s Catholic Primary School on 15th October and 10th 

November to find out more and experience the loving and nurturing 

environment of St Amand’s, the only Catholic primary school in our area with 

school bus support provided by English Martyrs Didcot. We look forward to 

seeing you in our Open Days. Contact us at office.3855@st-

amands.oxon.sch.uk or 01235 833342. 

Diocesan Survey – Asking Your Help 
     After Bishop Philip’s pastoral letter was read last Sunday, he is now inviting us to 

complete a short, anonymous questionnaire. By sharing your experience, you will 

contribute to the development of the Diocese and help me to discern how the Lord is 

at work. It will only take a few minutes: you can access it by scanning the QR code as 

provided. Thank you in advance. We hope to repeat the survey in three years’ time to 

view the journey made. To access the questionnaire, open your smartphone's camera 

app, point it steadily at the code until a popup link appears, and then tap that link to 

open the content. Or you can use this link.  

Parish First Holy Communion Preparation Course 2026-27 
    We are now preparing for our parish First Holy Communion preparation course of the year 

2026-27. Parents with children in primary school Year 3 to 6 can now apply to join our First 

Holy Communion programme here. Please download the application form with the link 

provided or access it through our parish website. Completed application forms should be 

submitted with a photocopy of your child’s Baptism Certificate to the designated space (in the 

plastic box attached to the wall next to the Holy Water) at English Martyrs Church Didcot as 

shown in the picture provided. Applications are now open until furher notice. 

    As parents and guardians you should be prepared to support your child by ensuring 

they attend every session and be regularly attending Mass with them. Classes are 

tentatively held on Saturday afternoon from 2.30pm to 4pm. Start dates and more 

details to follow soon. Contact the Parish Office if you have questions.  

English Martyrs Gospel Reading Group Meetings 
    The English Martyrs Gospel Reading Group meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month. Our next 

meeting will be on 13th and 27th October. See you at 7.30pm in the Tearoom. Contact Nick Spencer at 

07870505520 if you have any questions. 
 

Careers - Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth: Current job openings across the Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth.  
 

Parish Safeguarding  
Our Safeguarding Officer for all adults and children safeguarding issues is Stefania Harford. Please contact 
Stefania via the parish office on 01235 812338. If there is no response and, in an emergency, dial 999.  

  
   

In your prayers, please remember: Margaret O’Conner, Jenny Evans, Mary Guinan, Ann Tomline, 
Joan Walker, Joan Turner, Nina Oakes, Jacob Oakes, Barry Molloy, Annie Furlong, Charles Hunt,  
Mark Sutton and all the sick and housebound. 
111 
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