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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (Psalter WK IV) 

 

Entrance Antiphon   Cf Is 45:8  
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the 
clouds rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened 
and bring forth a Saviour 
. 
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10–14  
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 23. :7c&10b  
Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory ! 
Second Reading: Rom 1:1–7  

Gospel Acclamation: Cf. Lk3:4.6 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they 
will call him Emmanuel, a name which means “God-is-
with-us” Alleluia 
Gospel:  Mtt:1:18–24  
Communion Antiphon:  Cf. Is 7:14  
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his 

name will be called Emmanuel.  

SATURDAY 17th December, Our Lady 
9:30 Mass at English Martyrs, Didcot, 
Rosary for Peace and confessions at English Martyrs, Didcot  
4:30pm Adoration & Confessions will take place prior to the Vigil Mass at St John’s Wallingford  
5.00pm Vigil Mass St John’s— Welfare  of Paul McCarthy  (Mo Taylor) 
5.50pm Adoration before Vigil Mass at English Martyrs, Didcot  
6.30pm Vigil Mass English Martyrs, Didcot—  Stephen  Hession, Good Estate 
(Charles Hunt) 
 
SUNDAY18th December Fourth Sunday of Advent    
9:00am Mass English Martyrs, Didcot— Stanislaw Piotr Mantyka RIP  
11.a.m Mass St John’s, Wallingford– Welfare  of Paul McCarthy (Mo Taylor) 
 
MONDAY 19th December— No Mass 
 
TUESDAY 20th December   
11:30am St John’s, Wallingford, Rosary for peace  
12:noon Mass St John’s, Wallingford, Christiana Alegieuno RIP (Victor  Vanni) 
 
WEDNESDAY 21st December  St John of the Cross 
9:30am Mass English Martyrs, Didcot—  Annie Furling (Julie Lazarus) 
 
THURSDAY 22nd  December 
9:30am Mass at  St John’s Wallingford  -  Delfina de Jesus Souza  RIP( Jessica Nalin) 
 
FRIDAY 23rd  December   
9:30am Mass, English Martyrs, Didcot— Josephine Pickersgill RIP (K. Oldhan) 
 
SATURDAY 24th December, NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
9:30 Mass at English Martyrs, Didcot, Pellin Marfy 90th Birthday 
Rosary for Peace and confessions at English Martyrs, Didcot  
5.00pm Family Christmas Vigil Mass Didcot— Henrietta Vanni RIP (Victor  Vanni) 
8.pm Christmas Vigil Mass in Wallingford, All Parishiioners 
10.30p.m. Christmas Carol Service in Didcot 
11.pm Midnight Christmas Mass, Didcot—  All Families 
 
SUNDAY25th December Christmas Day   
9:00am Mass English Martyrs, Didcot— All whose birthday occur today 
11.a.m Mass in St John’s, Wallingford– Stephen  Hession, Good Estate (Charles Hunt) 

T 
he 
mys-
tery 
kept 

secret for long 
ages, promised 
through His 
prophets in the 
holy Scriptures, 
is today revealed (see Romans 16:25–26). 
This is the “Gospel of God” that Paul cele-
brates in today’s Epistle—the good news that 
“God is with us” in Jesus Christ. The sign 
promised to the House of David in today’s 
First Reading is given in today’s Gospel. In 
the virgin found with child, God Himself has 
brought to Israel a savior from David’s royal 
line (see Acts 13:22–23). 
Son of David according to the flesh, Jesus is 
the Son of God, born of the Spirit. He will be 
anointed with the Spirit (see Acts 10:38), and 
by the power of Spirit will be raised from the 
dead and established at God’s right hand in 
the heavens (see Acts 2:33–34; Ephesians 
1:20–21). 
He is the “King of Glory” we sing of in to-
day’s Psalm. The earth in its fullness has 
been given to Him. And as God swore long 
ago to David, His Kingdom will have no end 
(see Psalm 89:4–5). 
In Jesus Christ we have a new creation. Like 
the creation of the world, it is a work of the 
Spirit, a blessing from the Lord (see Genesis 
1:2). In Him, we are saved from our sins, are 
called now “the beloved of God.” 
All nations now are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ, to enter into the House of David and 
kingdom of God, the Church. Together, 
through the obedience of faith, we have been 
made a new race—a royal people that seeks 
for the face of the God of Jacob. 
He has made our hearts clean; He has made 
us worthy to enter His holy place, to stand in 
His presence and serve Him. 
In the Eucharist, the everlasting covenant is 
renewed, the Advent promise of virgin with 
child—God with us—continues until the end 
of the age (see Matthew 28:20; Ezekiel 37:24
–28). 

By Scott Hahn 

O 
ur Nativity scenes show Mary smiling 
fondly at the newborn baby Jesus and 
Joseph looking protective and relaxed 
as though bringing up the Son of God 

might be the most normal thing in the world. The 
couple look like they have slipped into the history 
books with the 
greatest of ease, but 
nothing could be 
further from the 
truth. Without the 
benefit of hindsight, 
things must have 
felt very different. 
Mary was taking 
terrible risks by 
saying 'yes' to God's 
plan, yet without her 
agreement the histo-
ry of salvation 
would have looked very different.  Joseph's agree-
ment to God's plan was of equal importance. 
Without Joseph, Mary would have had no one to 
support her. Without Joseph, Mary would not even 
have been accepted. Without Joseph, Jesus would 
have had no family in which to grow up. It is a 
tribute Mary and Joseph’s faith that they were 
prepared to accept what was being asked of them 
….. without the faintest idea of where God's plan 
might take them. 
 
The interesting lesson to learn is that what might 
originally seemed to have been difficult demands 
on the couple turned out to be gifts of hope and 
joy and love, not in a ‘happy ever after’ kind of 
way, but in a ‘lasting fulfilment’ kind of way.  
We too are part of God's plan. We too have a part 
to play in leaving the world a better place than we 
found it. The challenge is to discover what God is 
asking us to do, and to say 'Count me in' to his 
plan wherever that plan might take us. 
 

For Expectant Mothers 
The Gospel on the 4th Sunday of Advent focusses 
on the role of Mary in our salvation. Over the 
three year cycle the gospel tells of the betrothal of 
Mary to Joseph, the Annunciation and the Visita-
tion. The stories prepare us for the Birth of our 
Lord at Christmas. 
Traditionally in this week we are asked to pray for 
all who are waiting for a birth, that they may be 
given patience and strength. We also pray for all 
who work in maternity units and with mothers, 
that they may always recognise and cherish the 
gift of life. We also pray for those who are trying 
for a baby, that they may not give up hope. 



In your prayers, please remember: Jenny Evans, Mary Guinan, Maureen & John Logan 
Ann Tomline, Joan Walker, Terry Appleyard, Joan Russell, Joan Turner, Nina Oakes, Jacob 
Oakes, Jidechi Ejiofor,  Pat McLoughlin,  Margaret Healy, Barry Molloy, David Woodley, 
Gladys Marr, Maureen Clifford, Marie Simon, Annie Furlong , John O'Donnell and all the 
sick and housebound of our churches. 

Our Church, the English Martyrs Didcot will be open daily for private prayers between 8am 
and 5pm. 

Pastoral Letter: Take A Copy Home. 

T 
his weekend, Bishop Philip has written a 
pastoral letter to every one of us. This 
letter is available as takeaway after each 
mass. Take a copy for a friend not at mass 

this weekend. In the Letter he wrote” I am sending 
you a Christmas gift, a Prayer Book, which I hope 
you will like. It’s called Lord I am not Worthy. It is 
meant to help you prepare for Mass. It contains 
many well-known Catholic prayers and others too. I 
hope you will dip into it, like a bee seeking nectar, 
landing on whatever you find helpful. It gives a format for making a visit to the Blessed Sacrament and an 
easy, three-step guide on making a good Confession. 

      Bishop Philip also announces a second help. He says “from the 1st January, New Year’s Day, the 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, I would like everyone in the Diocese, clergy, religious and 
laity, to undertake a Year of Prayer to the Holy Spirit. This Year of the Holy Spirit is meant to help our 
conversion, to deepen our faith, to support our spiritual renewal and to guide our Diocese through this 
time of transition. It will be up to each of us, and our parish and school communities, to work out how 
best to keep this Year of the Holy Spirit. But let us pray every day that the Holy Spirit will renew us. Let’s 
ask Him to change and send us out. Let us ask Him to make us grow in love for Jesus in the Holy Eucha-
rist and to serve Him in the poor. 

Give As You Live 

T 
he Christmas Collection is an opportunity for Parishioners to acknowledge the dedication, 
service and witness our parish priests offer across our Diocese. In addition to the usual ways 
of giving for this collection, donations may be received via an online giving page, set up 

specifically for each parish. You will doubtless be aware of the potential additional financial benefits 
online giving brings to a parish.  
To support our new parish priest, please click on - https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/
didcot-and-wallingford-english-martyrs-and-st-john-the-evangelist-catholic-parish-christmas-
collection--2022. Give As You Live at Christmas. Thank you! Liza, Portsmouth  

Christmas Crib Collection 

C 
rib offerings from Christmas this year are being donated to the Knights of the Holy 
Sepulchre. Our children are planning this year’s Christmas crib. Please visit and leave 
donation. The sum collected will then be sent on to the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre. Our 
Christmas Tree is up. Thanks to John Elsley and family. 

Who Wants To Be A Santa? 

O 
n Christmas Eve at 5pm, we shall celebrate a family mass. Our children 
will be actively involved in the liturgy. It will be great.  Joseph Kershaw 
will be leading at the singing, come and sing along. We desperately need 
an adult who will dress up as Santa Claus for the mass. We have gifts to 

be handed over to the children. Do you want to be the Santa of English Martyrs and 
St John the Evangelist, 2022? Speak with Carolyn, Jacquie, Gay or Fr Dominic. 

Christmas Raffle Draw Is This Weekend 

T 
he brand-new ASUS Motherboard PRIME A520M-K, worth 
£91 will go to a new home this weekend. It is used for fine 
tuning computer and is our First Prize. We would like to thank 
the parishioner who donated it and all others who have donat-
ed other prizes for the raffle for this weekend. Remember, this 

is to aid our finances. Thank You and Merry Christmas! Brian 

Children’s Charities at Christmas 

W 
e all want the world to change and now more than ever, it is possible to donate to charity 
from our living rooms with just a few clicks on a computer. Nearly all charities offer 
monetary donations online, making giving extremely simple. For some, in-person events 
or bringing goods, food, or presents to drop-off sites is possible for a different approach. 

Consider in particular children’s charities this Christmas. Involve your own children in choosing a 
charity and understanding the importance of donating. Good starting points might be Barnardo's or the 
Unicef Ukraine appeal. 

What Covid-19 denied us for a while, the snow could not. Yes, we  had Christmas meal for our 
seniors. Thanks to the families of Jacquie, Camilla and Kim for organising this great event. 


